Conservation Poster Contest Teacher Resources

This document contains compiled resources that relate to the 2024 Annual
Conservation Poster Contest theme: May The Forest Be With You Always.

Important Links

Poster Contest Website

Poster Contest Registration Form

MAY THE

Poster Contest Registration & Entry Instructions F o Rm
2024 Poster Contest Form - this form must be Y BE MTH YOU ALWAY:

Gttached to the back Of each poster using NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CDHSEI!\!FT\.UI? DIST! $ STEWARDSHIP WEEK 2021

masking tape

Questions? Contact louisa@knox-lincoln.org

National Association of Conservation Districts
May The Forest Be With You Always Resources

May The Forest Be With You Always Education and Lesson Plans Guide — Download this

document for best viewing experience. This guide covers a variety of topics relating forest to
ecosystems, water conservation, sustainable agriculture, climate change, biodiversity
conservation, land use planning, and environmental policy and advocacy. It is versatile and
adaptable, accommodating different age groups, grade levels, and learning styles. The guide
offers a variety of interactive, standards-aligned (NGSS, Common Core) activities, visually
appealing materials, and discussion prompts encouraging further exploration and discovery.
Grades K-8

May The Forest Be With You Always: Explore Nature's Wonders: My Ecosystem Journal -

This activity book engages lower elementary students with stewardship of forest ecosystems.
Grades K-4
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https://www.knox-lincoln.org/s/Primary-Grades-Ecosystem-Journal-Forest.pdf

Learning Hubs

Arbor Day Foundation Education Hub - This web page includes activity pages, interactive

online activities, and Tree ID videos created by Arbor Foundation, as well as the searchable
Tree Campus K=12 Resource Hub which is a collection of tree-centric curriculum and

activities sourced from a variety of organizations that have the power to connect students to
trees. Grades K-12

Maine Climate Education Hub (maineclimatehub.org) - Explore a variety of climate
teaching resources categorized by subject area (including forests), each accompanied by
teaching tips, scientist notes, and Maine educational standards to make it easy to integrate
climate change into what you already teach. Grades K-8

Lesson Plans

Penn State Extension Forest Lesson Plans (K-5) — A collection of hands-on lesson plans

developed by educators that teach students about forestry and natural resources. Lessons
include The History of Maple Syrup, Trees and Their Parts, Beginning Forestry for Young
Learners: Sorting and Classifying Leaves, and Identification of Playground Trees. Grades K-5

Penn State Extension Forest Lesson Plans (6-8) - A collection of hands-on lesson plans
developed by educators that teach students about forestry and natural resources. Lessons
include Who Cares About the Forest? and Using a Forest Setting to Learn to Carefully Observe
and Question. Grades 6-8

Project Learning Tree - Explore Your Environment: K-8 Activity Guide — This is Project
Learning Tree’s flagship curriculum resource and includes 50 hands-on, multidisciplinary
activities to connect children to nature and increase young people’s awareness and
knowledge about their environment. This resource has a cost, so make sure to check out the
free plt.org/myk8guide and check out the summary of lesson plans. Feel free to contact

Knox-Lincoln SWCD if you want help with accessing a specific lesson plan. Grades K-8

Finding My Forest: Teacher's Guide to Discovering the Forest — This guide provides four
lessons, aligned with North American Association of Environmental Education standards,
focused on providing the tools teacher need to integrate the wonder of forests right into their

curriculum. Grades 3-8

Oregon Forest Resources Institute: Learn Forests Curriculum — This excellent resource is

adapted for Oregon educators, but many of the lessons and content could be used in Maine.
If you need help adjusting a lesson or story to apply to Maine forests, reach out to Knox-
Lincoln SWCD for tips. Grades K-12
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https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5201734.pdf
https://learnforests.org/

Plant Heroes - Free Resources and Lesson Plans — An excellent collection of accessible

lesson plans aligned with Next Generation Science Standards and Common Core learning
goals that features hands-on, nature-based learning materials designed by ecology and
education experts to engage children in topics of forest health, ecology, and plant
conservation. In addition to lesson plans, this resource also includes activities, fields guides,
and more. Grade K-5

Nature Conservancy - Seeing the Wood for the Trees: Introduction to Sustainable Forestry —

An excellent, standards-aligned lesson plan for older students (Grade 6) that introduces
concepts concerning sustainable forestry. Grades 6-8

National Wildlife Federation — Tree Detectives — In this lesson plan, students practice
observation skills and apply them to identifying trees in their neighborhood or school
grounds. Grades 3-6

Activities

USDA Forest Service - Discover The Forest — This resource provides many ideas for outdoor

activities that engage students with forests directly. This could provide ideas for potential
homework assignments for students, as many of these activities are ones that parents can
do with their children. Grades K-8

Food and Agriculture Organization - State of the World’s Forests: Forests for Kids Learning
Guide - This learning guide for students provides excellent visualizations and content to
introduce students to forests. The FAO produces a “State of the World's Forests” publication
biannually, and this publication is a children’s guide to the State of the World's Forests.
Grades 3-6

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resource - Forests Are Fun! Activity Book — A great

activity book for younger students featuring trees, tree growth, and forest ecology.
Grades K-3

Ohio Public Library Information Network - What Tree Is It? — Interactive tool for identifying
trees. Grades 3-6

Forest Kids App - This is an interactive online game that teaches students about forests and

biodiversity around the world. Grades K-4

Treetures — Treetures® are whimsical illustrated characters that guide children, PreK-3 and 4-
6, through discovery activities that are developmentally appropriate and scientifically
accurate. The Treetures help children learn about the way a tree functions and how
important trees, plant life, birds, animals, and insects are to keeping our Earth healthy.
Grades K-4
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https://discovertheforest.org/activities
https://catalogue.unccd.int/1179_Forest_for_kids_learning.pdf
https://catalogue.unccd.int/1179_Forest_for_kids_learning.pdf
https://wisconsinwoodlands.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Forests-are-Fun-FR-073.pdf
https://tree.oplin.org/
https://www.fao.org/forest-resources-assessment/ForestKids/
https://www.treetures.com/

Suggested Books
Below is a selection of children’s books that highlight the role of trees in ecosystems.

These books are all available for purchase from many retailers (in addition to being
available through library systems). The links below are not representative of endorsement by
Knox-Lincoln SWCD of any particular online retailer.

The Busy Tree by Jennifer Ward and Lisa Falkenstern

Welcome to the Neighborwood by Shawn Sheehy

Because of an Acorn by Lola M. Schaefer, Adam Schaefer, and Frann Preston-Gannon

A Tree s Nice by Janice May Udry, Marc Simont

Hidden World: Forest by Libby Walden and Stephanie Fizer Coleman

Green Planet: Life in our Woods and Forests (Colors of the World) by Moira Butterfield and
Jonathan Woodward

Little Sap: The Magical Story of a Forest Family by Jan Hughes and Ruth Hengeveld

Peter and the Tree Children by Peter Wohlleben and Cale Atkinson

A Tree for All Seasons (Rise and Shine) by Robin Bernard

Coloring Pages and Other Resources

Minnesota DNR Tree Posters

Don't Move Firewood Coloring Pages

US Forest Service Leaf Coloring Pages

ExploringNature.com Coloring Pages

ExploringNature.com Posters

Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife - For Kids Who Like Messing Around in
the Outdoors in Maine Coloring Book
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https://www.jenniferwardbooks.com/busy-tree
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/246900/welcome-to-the-neighborwood-by-shawn-sheehy-illustrated-by-shawn-sheehy/
https://www.teachingbooks.net/tb.cgi?tid=51797#Resources
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/tree-is-nice-janice-may-udry/1100417998?ean=9780060261559
https://www.amazon.com/Hidden-World-Forest-Tiger-Tales/dp/1944530142?hvadid=312678886999&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=1891661534040159698&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9003772&hvtargid=pla-525322497048&psc=1&linkCode=ll1&tag=thf05-20&linkId=9d5cd7104f90d1e48b656c4f0917fea6&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
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https://www.amazon.com/Green-Planet-Woods-Forests-Degrees/dp/1944530975?hvadid=385629070973&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=15815406682133994804&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9003772&hvtargid=pla-827627196374&psc=1&adgrpid=78303887906&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvadid=385629070973&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=15815406682133994804&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9003772&hvtargid=pla-827627196374&linkCode=ll1&tag=thf05-20&linkId=ff71008ad4d29d5ef7e3edf45bb92eac&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Little-Sap-Magical-Forest-Family/dp/1951836065?crid=1BEJ18QIY4VE3&keywords=little+sap&qid=1645385956&sprefix=little+sap%2Caps%2C113&sr=8-1&linkCode=ll1&tag=thf05-20&linkId=df720fb8babac110ae50b471a4579456&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Peter-Tree-Children-Wohlleben/dp/1771644575?crid=14VCDLJZ9THAS&keywords=can+you+hear+the+trees+talking&qid=1645385717&sprefix=can+you+hear+the+trees+talking%2Caps%2C85&sr=8-2&linkCode=ll1&tag=thf05-20&linkId=d8b834c294418fc42ff989ebdc67e390&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Tree-All-Seasons-Rise-Shine/dp/0792266749?crid=3ORMRVAS6AF8B&keywords=forest+books+for+kids&qid=1645383481&sprefix=forest+books+for+kids%2Caps%2C78&sr=8-49&linkCode=ll1&tag=thf05-20&linkId=1f5a9f462dbf3245e9d09e5c2f33ad96&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/forestry/education/posters.html
https://www.dontmovefirewood.org/resource-library/?_sft_item_type=coloring-sheet
https://www.knox-lincoln.org/s/US-Forest-Service-Leaf-Coloring-Pages.pdf
https://knox-lincoln.org/s/Forests-Coloring-Pages-ExploringNaturecom.pdf
https://knox-lincoln.org/s/Forests-ExploringNaturecom.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/ifw/docs/ActivityGuide.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/ifw/docs/ActivityGuide.pdf

